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The strategic choice of MCFC at Ansaldo

• Power Generation as core business of Ansaldo 

• Evaluation of FC technologies from the viewpoint of both maturity 
level and power applications

• Despite the long way foreseen, MCFC seemed the technology 
potentially closest to the market and most suitable for power 
generation

• Periodical reviews and technical achievements confirmed the 
validity of such a choice

• Actually the development course, likewise for other FC 
technologies, became longer and longer but finally….

• Market seems really close 
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The business history of Ansaldo Fuel Cells

19991999
Operation of the first full-scale stack and
“proof-of-concept” 100 kW plant

1990 to 19961990 to 1996
Various sub-scale stacks, sized in
the range from 0.15 kW to 13 kW,
were successfully realised and tested

2001 (November)2001 (November)
AFCo established as
a separate company

development   o
f

development   o
f

base technology

base technology
1980 to 19901980 to 1990
First scientific studies
by Ansaldo

demonstration

demonstration

definition

definition

2001 & forward2001 & forward
Product
improvement, cost
reduction,
demonstration and
commercialisation,
new factories

2000 / 20012000 / 2001
Detailed definition and
development of the
“Series 500” unit design

19951995
Porous component fabrication and
stack assembly facility established

Fig. 1: The business history of Ansaldo Fuel Cells
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